
 
 

 

 

October 6, 2020 
 
Beth Howell, VMRC 
380 Fenwick Road 
Ft. Monroe, VA 23651 
 
RE: Timberlake Sediment Removal Project 

Non-Tidal Joint Permit Application 
 Campbell County, Virginia 

H&P Project 20190186 

 
Dear Beth, 
 
Attached, please find a non-tidal Joint Permit Application (JPA) for the proposed Timberlake 
Sediment Removal Project in Campbell County.  Please review this JPA, distribute to 
appropriate regulatory agencies for review and permitting, and call with any questions. The 
drainage area is less than five (5) square miles.  The project is being proposed by the 
Timberlake Watershed Improvement District (TWID), and will involve property owned/managed 
by the Timberlake Homeowners’ Association (THA). 
 
Proposed Project 
 
The sediment collection project is part of a comprehensive long-term Timberlake reservoir 
conservation management plan being developed and undertaken by the TWID. The TWID was 
formally created and certified to the VA SWWCB in accordance with section § 10.1-620 Code 
of Virginia on April 25, 2019, after a public hearing held on December 20, 2018 determined 
there was a need for the District in the interest of public health, safety and welfare. The 
Timberlake reservoir provides many benefits including drinking water supply to Campbell 
County, flood control, and a diverse ecosystem including fish and wildlife habitat. The design 
intent of the project is to keep the reservoir safe and healthy, and to sustain its diverse 
ecosystem by collecting accumulated sediment transported by erosion and stormwater run-off 
from upstream watershed land use and highway infrastructure activities. Specifically, this 
project will increase the depth of water in the cove areas of the reservoir, increase the 
reservoir’s water capacity, and remove excess nutrients causing eutrophication and dissolved 
oxygen (DO) depletion. Collecting the sediment in the proposed area of the reservoir will 
improve overall water quality, plant, invertebrate, wildlife and fish habitat, as well as navigation 
and accessibility.   
 
Sediment will be removed from five (5) coves around the lake.  Hydraulically-dredged sediment 
will be wasted / placed on the applicant’s-owned property southwest of the dam (where soil 
was previously removed to re-construct the dam itself).  An estimated 17,500 cubic yards (cy) 
of wet sediment will be removed and pumped to the disposal site, and will be de-watered (using 
geotextile sediment bags) to produce an estimated 14,000 cy of dry sediment/soil material.  No 
permanent impacts to streams or wetlands are anticipated.  Approximately six acres (ac) of 
surface water will be affected by the proposed dredging work, with an additional estimated two 
ac of disturbance at the sediment disposal site.  The Buffalo Creek watershed at the dam is 
approximately 3.8 sq miles. The sediment removal contractor will test and record the return 
water three times a day during active operations, and will ensure that turbidity is less than 35 
NTU’s.  Return water discharge will be across the existing concrete spillway, to help reduce 
soil erosion potential.   
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Construction Sequence 
 
The following construction sequence is being proposed for this project: 
 

1) Installation of perimeter erosion control measures at sediment disposal site 
2) Removal and stockpile of approximately 7,400 cy of soil/topsoil at the disposal site 
3) Installation of turbidity curtain in the lake at the water return site (near dam) 
4) Launching and positioning of dredging barge(s)  
5) Anchoring of temporary floating pumps and lines across lake 
6) Hydraulic dredging of fives coves, with material to be pumped to de-watering site 
7) De-watering of pumped sediment at disposal site (using 6.5’ dia x 100’ sediment bags) 
8) De-mobilization of dredging equipment, pumps, and lines  
9) Spreading of stockpiled topsoil after sediment placement is complete at disposal site 
10) Seeding and mulching of disturbed soil areas 
11) Gradual water infiltration to soil (from sediment bags) for 1-2 weeks 

 
Existing Conditions 
 
The existing dam and lake were constructed in the 1920’s.  The current dam was rebuilt in 1995-
1996, after damage from a Q100 (100-year) flood.  The lake is currently used for recreation, 
serves as a Campbell County public water supply reservoir, and helps provide downstream 
flood protection.  Some maintenance dredging has previously occurred in Waterlick Creek cove. 
 
Water Quality 
 
The subject property is located within the Buffalo Creek watershed (Hydrologic Unit Code 
030101011502, RU56), which is part of the larger Roanoke River Basin.  Water quality in 
Buffalo Creek and its tributaries has not been evaluated by the Virginia Department of 
Environmental Quality (VDEQ).  These stream channels are classified as Class III surface 
waters (Category 3A). 
 
Floodplains 
 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) online Flood Insurance Rate Map 
(FIRM) FIRMette mapping system indicates the presence of a mapped Flood Hazard Area 
Zone AE (100-year floodplain with a Base Flood Elevation [BFE] of 793’ MSL at its closest 
point) downstream of Timberlake and the proposed sediment disposal area (per FEMA 
FIRMette Map Panel 51031C0092D, dated 8/28/2008).  No filling or excavation is proposed in 
a regulated flood hazard area.  Existing elevations at the disposal site range from 
approximately 804’ MSL to 832’ MSL. 
 

Cultural Resources 
 
Available records from the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) V-CRIS system have 
been evaluated for the proposed project site, to determine if any on-site or nearby resources are 
Eligible for Listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  VDHR-mapped cultural 
resources include the following: 
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Table 1: Cultural Resources 

Resource VDHR ID Location VDHR Determination 

Timberlake Dam 015-5007 720’ to SW Not Eligible 

 
Sediment Sampling/Testing 
 
The TWID proposes daily on-site testing for potential petroleum hydrocarbons, using a portable 
photo-ionization detector (PID)/meter (to help ensure that concentrations are below 50 mg/kg). 
Previous sediment testing indicated a total petroleum hydrocarbon (TPH) diesel range organic 
(DRO) concentration of approximately 8.4mg/kg and a gasoline range organic (GRO) 
concentration of Non-Detect (<0.91 mg/kg). Approximately 98% of tests (46 of 47) for volatile 
organic compounds (VOC’s) and 97% of tests (66 of 68) for semi-volatile organic compounds 

(SVOC’s) were Non-Detect. Certified laboratory analysis indicates the concentrations of 

analytes are higher in the existing disposal area soil than the sediment with the exception of 
Chromium VI. Chromium VI concentrations were slightly higher in the sediment sample (0.50 
mg/kg) than the soil (0.26 mg/kg); however, this level was significantly lower by factors of 52X, 
38.2X and 11.2X than the VDEQ Cr(VI) Ecological Screening Level (26.0 mg/kg), the VDEQ 
Groundwater Protection Screening Level (19.1 mg/kg), and the VDEQ Commercial/Industrial 
Screening Level (5.6 mg/kg) thresholds. The proposed sediment disposal area was re-zoned 
in 2020 for commercial/industrial use only. 
 
Protected Species 
 
To document the potential presence of protected species nearby, records from three databases 
were reviewed for this report.  These included the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
ECOS-IPaC online system, the Virginia Department of Wildlife Resources (VDWR) VFWIS 
online system, and the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (VDCR) Natural 
Heritage Database Explorer (NHDE) online system.  These databases indicated the potential 
presence of the following species in the surrounding area: 
 
Table 2: Protected Species 

VDGIF VAFWIS  
(common name) 

 
Scientific name 

 
Organism 

 
Classification 

Roanoke logperch Percina rex Fish FESE 

James spinymussel Parvaspina collina Mussel FESE 

Northern long-eared bat  Myotis septentrionalis Mammal FTST 

Yellow lance Elliptio lanceolata Mussel FTST 

Little brown bat Myotis lucifugus lucifugus Mammal SE 

Tri-colored bat Perimyotis subflavus Mammal SE 

Spirit supercoil Paravitrea hera Mollusk SE 

Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus Bird ST 

Loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus Bird ST  

Henslow’s sparrow Centronyx henslowii Bird ST 

Atlantic pigtoe Fusconaia masoni Mussel FPST 

Green floater  Lasmigona subviridis Mussel ST  

Orangefin madtom Noturus gilberti Fish ST 

Carolina darter Etheostoma collis Fish ST 

Migrant loggerhead shrike Lanius ludovicianus migrans Bird ST  

VDCR NHDE  
(common name) 

 
Scientific name 

 
Organism 

 
Classification 

N/A  N/A N/A N/A 

USFWS IPaC 
(common name) 

 
Scientific name 

 
Organism 

 
Classification 

Northern long-eared bat  Myotis septentrionalis Mammal FTST 
FE – Federal Endangered, FT – Federal Threatened, SE – State Endangered, ST – State Threatened, FP – Federal Potential Listing 
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Seven aquatic species (four mussels, three fish) and eight terrestrial species (four birds, three bats, 
one mollusk) were noted by the VFWIS database (no species listed in other two databases).  The 
proposed dredging project will affect aquatic (lacustrine) habitat, but only a small area of terrestrial 
habitat (actively managed/mowed grass).  As a result, the greatest potential for faunal impacts will 
likely be to aquatic species.  James spinymussel does not appear to have been found in this 
watershed, but may be present in nearby James River watersheds.  VFWIS records indicate that 
a portion of Timberlake and Buffalo Creek downstream may be potential habitat for Roanoke 
logperch and Roanoke bass.  The three listed mussel species all generally prefer high-quality 
streams and rivers with sandy substrate, rather than impounded lakes.  Neither these nor orangefin 
madtom have been confirmed on-site or near the project site.  Since no structures will be 
demolished, the site is located in a developed/urbanized area (within city limits of Lynchburg), and 
no tree clearing is proposed, the potential for bat impacts should be minimal.  Avian habitat on-site 
is similar to other habitats nearby, and throughout the City/County.  As a result, no protected 
species impacts are anticipated. 

 
Conclusion 
 

Please contact us with any questions regarding this project. We can be reached at 
540.520.1533 or via email (at bleatherland@handp.com). 
 

Sincerely, 
HURT & PROFFITT, INC. 

 
Ben Leatherland, PWD, PWS  
Sr. Environmental Scientist 
 
Attachments:  Attachment A - Joint Permit Application Form 

   Attachment B - Maps and Figures 
   Attachment C - Photographs 
   Attachment D - Protected Species Database Records 
   Attachment E - Cultural Resource Records 

Attachment F - Construction Drawing Excerpts 
 

cc: Timberlake Homeowners’ Association 

 Timberlake Watershed improvement District 
 File
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Photograph 1: Typical sediment deposit to be dredged (exposed at low water level) 
 

 
Photograph 2: Proposed THA property sediment disposal area  
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Photograph 3: Sediment disposal area (to left), and concrete dam spillway (to right) 
 

 
Photograph 4: Water return location (after de-watering in adjacent sediment disposal area) 
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